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Heidegger and the Law of Contradiction

This lecture focuses on the role of the principle of non-contradiction (Satz vom
Widerspruch) in Heidegger’s philosophy. It has always been thought that this principle
did not hold particular interest for Heidegger, who instead focused his attention on the
principle of identity and the principle of reason. Furthermore, his thought can be
interpreted as a constant transgression of the impossibility of contradiction: being is
nothing, truth is both veiling and unveiling, being is and is not the entity, and so on.
However, new textual evidence paints a far more complex picture. Firstly, Heidegger’s
seminar held between 1928 and 1929 on the principle of non-contradiction, of which
there is no record in the Gesamtausgabe but which can be reconstructed on the basis
of his students’ detailed notes. Then, the substantial material on the principle of non-
contradiction dating mainly from around 1931 and collected in Volume 91, published in
2022, which enables us to reconstruct Heidegger’s complex interpretation of this
fundamental law of philosophy.

Anmeldung und Informationen: Holger.Zaborowski@ uni-erfurt.de; digitale
Teilnahme méglich: https://uni-erfurt.webex.com/meet/holger.zaborowski
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